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"If  the  tinie  ever  comes  when  we  all  vrear  paper  clothes,  I'll  he  a  happy 
.-nortal,"  anrxO-unced  luy  Hext-Door  ITeighcor.     She  was  mending  a  la.rge  tear  in  tl-.o 
front  of  3etty  Jane's  frock.     "IJot  that  I  -"ind  sewin^,  A-jnt  Sa^xriy.    Yo-a  know  I 
quite  enjoy  it.    3-at  I  do  think  it  vfo-J.d  save  a  great  deal  of  trne  if  Betty 
Jane's  dresses  co-jild  ce  thrown  in  the  waste  "basket  as  soon  as  they  are  soiled, 
worn,  or  torn,  and  a  "brand  now  one  taken  out  each  ti^e.    Just  like  a  new  sheet 
of  writing  paper  when  you've  made  a  "blot.    Thinic  of  all  the  mending  and  launder- 
ing- it  would  save.    Eetty  Jane  could  clime  trees,  ^lay  Indian,  swing  fro:-  "ner 
heels  in  the  oarn  or  ride  the  "b.annisters  —  all  without  caring  whether  she  tore 
her  dress  or  not.    'Tl^^nover  an  accident  occurred  she  could  simply  discard  the 
old  dress  and  put  on  a  no'-  one.    As  for  me,  if  ViBrocv  clothes  were  in  style,  think 
of  the  nun"ber  I  could  o-'n!    A  new  dress  for  every  TDarty  and  then  some,  ^ny, 
instead  of  figuring  out  ny  clothing  "budget  carefully  each  season,  I'd  "buy  my 
clothes  in  lots  of  fifty  or  a  h-undred.    Perhaps  some  day  -oaper  maj'-  "be  as  useful 
in  the  wardro'tc  as  it  is  in  the  kitchen." 


There  \7as  no  r.istal.ing  the  look  in  my  neigh'^Dcr's  eye  as  she  talked.  I 
knew  she  had  pji  idea  for  my  next  radio  chat  and  "as  longing  to  tell  me  a"bout  it. 

"There  no-,"  I  said  to  her,   "why  not  tell  me  at  once?     I  know  you  have 
a  lot  of  idc'-.s  concealed  in  the  "back  of  your  head  this  morning.    Tnat '  s  the  su"b- 
ject  today?    From  "'•o'ur  conversation  as  far  I  gather  it  is  something  a"bout  pa.per. 
I  know  you  are  a  farsightod  person,  always  seeing  good  things  "before  anyone 
else  and  living  ahead  of  your  time,  so  -oerhaps  in  the  next  century  or  two  we'll 
all  "be  wearing  paper.    '^x\-  just  now  isn't  it  ^fter  all  a  little  previous  to  "be 
preaching  paper?" 

My  neigh "bcr  laughed.     She  has  a  delightful  -^ay  of  laughing  and  fortunately 
for  her  fariily  and  her  friends,  she  indulges  often. 

"All  right,  Aunt  San:r.y,"  she  said.     "If  ycu  don't  want  to  preach  paper 
rompers  or  p-per  sunsuits,  all  rigl^t .    But  do_  zb-j  a  fev/  words  a"bout  using  paper 
to  save  work  in  the  kitc"hen.     It's  only  recently,  since  I've  "been  thinking  so 
seriously  .about  kitchen  comfort,  that  I've  come  to  realize  how  convenient  and 
useful  paper  is.     .Ire  you  interested,  Aunt  Samr.iy?" 
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"Very.     Please  go  on." 

"First  I  '.-rant  to  tell  you  the  different  kinds  of  paper  that  are  partic-a- 
larly  usef-al  in  the  kitchen.     I  hardly  need  to  mention  the  paper  in  the  loose-leaf 
notetook  'jhere  I  jot  dcv/n  meniis  and  grocery  orders.     It  saves  tine  to  ha.ve  a 
loose-leaf  hook  teca-asc  it's  so  easy  then  to  discard  pages  or  rearr?.nge  them. 
Then,  of  cq-jscso,  there  are  the  cards  in  my  file  of  recipes  and  the  folders  that 
hold  my  clippings  fron  magazines,  and  so  forth. 

"Paper  is  a  ronderf-al  help  in  keeT)ing  the  kitchen  tidy  and  -oreventing 
r:hat  my  husband  calls  'messiness . "    My  stand-by  is  ne^'^spaper.     It  does  so  many 
Jobs,  all  without  expense,  of  course,  since  old  ne^vspapers  are  really  just  waste 
materials  aro^Jaid  the  house.     To  think  t:-ia.t  the  time  u3s  when  I  thought  the  only 
use  for  newspaper  v;as  to  start  the  fire.    Now  I  use  it  for  so  many  things. 
TThen  I'm  washing  dishes,  I  spread  newspaper  on  the  floor  aro-jnd  the  sinJc  to 
protect  my  new  linoletim  and  sa.ve  time  and  energy  in  mopping  or  wiping  up  any 
dish-water  that  may  have  splashed  over.    TJhen  I'm  frying  or  preserving,  nev^spaper 
goes  on  the  floor  aro-'jind  the  stove  to  prevent  grease  spots  or  fruit  stains. 
And  it  protects  table  tops,  too,  when  fruit  is  being  prepared.     So  many  friiits 
make  dreadful  stains  on  tables,  stains  that  are  often  impossible  to  rem.ove.  The 
best  part  of  using  ne'-Ts-oa-oers  in  all  these  cases  is  that  when  the  job  is  done, 
the  paper  can  simply  be  gathered  together  and  burned  up,  stains  and  all.  Spe^Jc- 
ing  of  messy  jobs,  there  is  the  garbage  jDroblem.     If  the  garbage  pail  is  lined 
with  newspaper  or  v/ith  one  of  those  big  paper  bags  nov;  being  sold  for  the 
purpose,  it  is  no  trouble  at  all  to  empty  the  waste  and  v.'ash  the  pail.     Cr  the 
garbage  can  be  wrapped  in  paper  each  time  before  it  is  put  in  the  pail.  Paper 
prevents  the  pail  from  imsting  and  makes  washing  a  simple  task.     In  summer,  keep- 
ing all  garbage  well-covered  with  paper  helps  prevent  flies." 

"All  very  true." 

"Paper  towels  also  save  a  lot  of  work  and  lighten  ma.ny  disagreeable  tasks. 
You  have  no  idea  how  useful  a  roll  of  -oaper  towels  is  in  the  kitchen,  and  how  they 
save  laundry.     I  haven't  yet  tried  them  for  drying  dishes,  but  I  do  use  them  for 
drying  m.y  hands  and  for  wiping  up  wet  sui'f^ces  on  floors,  tables  or  shelves, 
vvhenever  some  food  is  spilled  on  the  floor,  I  blot  it  up  with  a  paper  towel.  I 
use  paper  towels  also  for  scraping  off  dishes  before  v-ashing,  for  cleaning  the 
grease  from,  the  broiler  pan  or  skillet,  and  even  for  cleaning  an  untidy  sink. 
This  saves  having  a  lot  of  old  cloths  around  the  kitchen  for  different  purposes, 
and  having  to  Iceep  ther.  all  clean.    Paper  can  always  be  burned  up  or  thrown  aw  - 
when  the  job  is  done.    Of  course,  newspapers  are  usefiJ.  for  m.any  of  these  job^, 
but  wherever  blotting  is  needed,  the  to-els  are  m.ore  efficient." 

"At  this  rate,"  I  suggested,  "you'll  be  ready  to  write  a  sonnet  on  the 
virtues  of  paper  any  iiinute." 

"Don't  stop  me  yet.  Aunt  Sar.--y,  because  I'm.  not  half  through  telling  you 
about  it.     I  know  I  m.ay  sound  too  enthusiastic  but  this  paper  idea,  is  a  recent 
discovery  of  mine  and  j'-ou  know  hov,'  I  a::  xrhen  I've  discovered  som.ething  that  is 
nev/  to  m.e  in  the  housekee-oing  line." 


"Let  no  guess  '.""liat  you  '.vcrc  going  to  suggest  next,    "^.s  it  using  paper 
to  drp.in  ?-n;/  extr-i  fat  fro  -  doughnuts,  croquettes  or  b?.con  as  soon  as  the.:^  are 
cooked?    That  is  -hat  one  of       friends  al^jays  does.    Or  -.t-^.s  it  using  pieces  of 
TThito  "blotting  ;oaper  under  the  faoric  vhcn  -'ou  arc  rc:-.oving  a  grease  spot  or 
stain?    The  hlotter  Trill  often  ahsoro  a  gre'-^t  dc-l  of  the  dirt." 

"You  are  going  too  fast  for  ::.c ,  Sarr.-.v.     I  hadn't  even  tho-oght  of 

those  tT;o  good  uses.    M.y  -nind  '.'as  on  pa-)er  cups  for  school  lunches.    Those  rraxed 
paper  cups  \7ith  tight  fitting  covers,  Au:-.t  Samry,  I've  found  are  ,1ust  the  things 
to  use  for  the  children's  lunch  "boxes.    They  r/ill  hold  salads,  diced  fruit, 
custards  or  ofncr  nilh  "ouddings .     They  are  -also  useful  for  jellies  and  Jar.'.s." 

"I'n.  s-jrpriscd  fnat  r^ou  haven't  uentioned  raxed  paper  "before  this." 

"TJait  a    inute.     I  uas  just  coning  to  that.    Hov;  do  I  r.se  v/vaxed  paper? 
In  any  nunoer  of  uays.    Anytir:c  I  '.vant  to  heop  any  food  either  fror.  "."bsor'bing 
"oist-jTo  or  di'-ring  out,  I  vrar)  it  in  vraxed  T)a"oer.     ?or  example,  to  protect  cut 
oranges,  grapefruit,  :-.elon  or  other  fruit  fro  -  drying  out  in  the  refrigerator,  I 
lay  a  -oicco  of  ~axed  paper  over  the  cut  s"arf^.ce.     3  one  tiroes  I  use  it  to  heep 
lettuce,  parsley  or  ot'ner   ;reens  fresh  and  cris'o  in  the  refrigerator.    A  tight 
dish  or  jar  is  generally  hetter  for  this  pur'oose,  however.    But  for  wrapping  up 
sand?/iches  to  kee"o  the  noist-are  in  or  for  rrap-oing  up  crackers  to  keep  the 
moist-jjre  out,  v/axed.  paper  is  the  thing,    '^len  I'm  naking  fruit  cake  I  always 
line  t"ne  pan  wit'n  waxed  TDa^er  to  lorotect  the  calze  froia  getting  too  "brown.  Speak- 
ing of  sandwiches  and  cake  nakes  rr.e  think  of  picnics,  Aunt  Sammy  —  those  jolly 
picnics  ':^e  used  to  have  last  sumer  on  warm  evenings  down  "by  the  river.  Think 

of  how  useful  paper  was  in  packing  our  picnic  oaskets  and    But  it's  too 

early  to  thini  ahout  that  yet,    !!arch  winds,  April  showers  and  Ma.y  flov;ers  all 
have  to  arrive  "before  it's  "oicnic  time  again.    But  if  you  remind  me  about  -paver 
some  time  next  July,  then  I'll  toll  you  all  my  ideas  a'cout  pa.per  for  picnics." 

Friday:     "A  Chicken  Pie  Dinner." 


